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| am committed to sensible tax relief for the
middle class, but | am also concerned about
our national debt. With a national debt of more
than $7.3 trillion, each additional dollar the
government spends or uses for a tax cut must
be paid back by future generations. This bill
adds nearly $150 billion to the debt over ten
years. | would have preferred that these tax
cut extenders be offset by either reducing the
tax cuts for the tiny fractions of Americans
who earn more than $1 million per year or by
cutting federal spending. Unfortunately, the
majority has done neither. This is not fiscal
leadership, and this explains why a record sur-
plus of just 4 years ago has turned into a
record deficit today.

| encourage my colleagues to join me in
supporting H.R. 1308, the Working Families
Tax Relief Act to provide needed relief to
Rhode Islanders. However, | also urge a more
fiscally responsible approach when dealing
with tax cuts and spending to ensure future
generations are not left with the bill.

———

IN HONOR OF FIRST LIEUTENANT
TYLER BROWN

HON. DENISE L. MAJETTE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Ms. MAJETTE. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found sadness that | rise today to honor a true
patriot for his heroic courage under fire—Lieu-
tenant Tyler Brown.

Lieutenant Brown, who was from Atlanta,
Georgia, made the ultimate sacrifice on Sep-
tember 14, 2004, when he gave his life in
service to our country while on duty with the
United States Army in Irag. His untimely and
unfortunate passing serves as a reminder that
freedom comes at a terrible cost, and that we
all live in a free land because so many like
Tyler have died to protect those cherished
freedoms.

Although Lieutenant Brown was with us but
for an all too brief time on this earth, he will
forever remain in the hearts of the family and
friends who so dearly loved him. The example
he set by his service, by his devotion, and by
his loyalty to his country will, like a beacon,
shine a ray of light through the darkness to
show the way for all those who follow in his
footsteps.

I’'m confident that, by answering his nation’s
call to service, Lt. Brown understood all too
well that he, like so many other brave men
and women, could be thrust into harm’s way
in the pursuit of peace and liberty and the pro-
tection of freedom. These are perilous times,
and events taking place throughout the world,
even within our own borders, have sharpened
our focus on the grave dangers around us.
Yes, Lt. Brown understood the nature of his
service, and stepped forward proudly to rep-
resent the best that is within us. With great
admiration and respect, we honor him today.

In spite of the tears that are flowing, and the
sharp pain residing deep within us, may we be
comforted by the knowledge that Tyler is now
safely in God’s hands, that he has been wel-
comed home with a warm, secure and loving
embrace.

| offer my condolences to his family and
friends. We all share your grief; we all mourn
your loss. My prayers are with you.
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JOE SKEEN FEDERAL BUILDING
HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, last week the
House approved H.R. 3734, which would des-
ignate the federal building located at Fifth and
Richardson Avenues in Roswell, New Mexico,
as the “Joe Skeen Federal Building.” Naming
this building after our late colleague would be
a tremendous honor to his memory and his
family, and | strongly support this legislation to
accomplish that goal.

Representative Skeen was a dedicated pa-
triot who answered the call of his country by
joining the Navy and the Air Force Reserves.
He built his life on helping people, serving his
neighbors and fellow citizens in the New Mex-
ico State Senate before being elected to the
U.S. House of Representatives as a write-in
candidate in 1980. He served in this venerable
body for 22 years, the longest-serving Member
of the House from New Mexico. He was re-
spected by his colleagues and loved by his
constituents for being honest, caring, and
hard-working.

| had the privilege of serving with Joe for 20
years in Congress, and | am proud to have
been his friend. | remember many conversa-
tions | had with Joe over the years. He spent
much of his time on this floor sitting in the
“Florida corner,” delighting us with his won-
derful sense of humor and thoughtful opinions.
He is greatly missed.

Mr. Speaker, Joe’s death from Parkinson’s
disease in December 2003 may have closed
the book on a life characterized by unfailing
public service, but it did not extinguish his
memory, which lives on in the hearts of his
family, his friends, and the Members of this
body. The “Joe Skeen Federal Building” will
stand as a testament to the great New Mexi-
can who served his constituents and the peo-
ple of the United States so tirelessly for many
decades. | thank my colleagues for honoring
Joe by approving H.R. 3734.

————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
CESAR HERNANDEZ

HON. HEATHER WILSON

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the memory of Cesar
Hernandez.

Cesar died on July 5th of this year at age
61. His contribution to New Mexico lives on.
Cesar was publisher of the Spanish language
newspaper, La Razon.

With a circulation of 17,000 copies, Cesar's
newspaper is a major source of news and in-
formation for the substantial Spanish-speaking
population of New Mexico.

This newspaper’'s importance to the popu-
lation it serves is difficult to over-emphasize.
We live in an era of news up-to-the minute
and always available, but to a person who
reads or understands primarily Spanish, the
sources of information are often rare or incom-
plete. La Razon fills that gap and offers its
readers valuable, practical information for their
day-to-day lives.

September 29, 2004

Cesar’s family will never forget the day they
became New Mexicans, because it was Sep-
tember 11, 2001. Cesar started his newspaper
one week later. Cesar logged decades of ex-
perience in radio and newspaper, and got his
start in Chicago, lllinois. Today, his work goes
on in New Mexico under the direction of his
wife, Antoinette, and his family.

In 3 years, Cesar contributed much to his
adopted state, New Mexico. As his daughter
Leslie put it, “My father loved the newspaper.”
We’re proud to recognize Cesar Hernandez,
and we honor his memory and contribution to
New Mexico.

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF WOMEN ATHLETES AT
THE 2004 SUMMER OLYMPICS

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 28, 2004

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
on behalf of the Congressional Caucus for
Women’s Issues and its leaders, Congress-
women SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO, GINNY
BROWN-WAITE and HILDA L. SoLls and myself,
to honor the amazing achievements of the
women athletes at the 2004 Olympics in Ath-
ens, Greece. In particular, | want to celebrate
the success of the United States Women’s
Soccer Team, who made us proud by winning
a gold medal at the 2004 Olympics, beating
Brazil 2—1 in overtime, on August 26, 2004.

I would especially like to recognize Julie
Foudy and Brandi Chastain, our honored
guests for a Congressional Caucus for Wom-
en’s Issues reception today, Tuesday, Sep-
tember 28, 2004, celebrating the accomplish-
ments of female U.S. Olympic athletes. As
Captain and 16-year veteran of the U.S. Wom-
en’s National Team, Julie Foudy is one of the
most influential athletes in the United States.
Through the end of 2003, she had started in
229 of the 239 games in which she appeared,
including all six of the world championship
events played by the U.S. women. And if that
was not impressive enough, she scored in all
four of the Women’s World Cup tournaments.
Her teammate, Brandi Chastain, another long-
standing player on the U.S. Women’s Soccer
Team, provided one of the greatest moments
in the history of sports with her penalty kick on
the USA’s fifth shot in the 1999 Women’s
World Cup Final at the Rose Bowl.

These women have become some of the
most famous athletic role models on earth.
They have taught our children that if you work
hard and you believe in yourself, you can ac-
complish anything. Indeed, these women are
helping to fundamentally change perceptions
about athletics. It is no surprise that our little
girls look up to these strong, motivated women
for inspiration. But to also see little boys wear-
ing jerseys emblazoned with the names of
their favorite women players is a wonderful
sight. The accomplishments of this generation
of women athletes demonstrates the profound
impact that Title IX has had on increasing op-
portunities in sports for women and girls. Title
IX, part of the Education Amendments of 1972
requiring that public schools and colleges pro-
vide equal educational and athletic opportuni-
ties for girls and women, has unquestionably
been a tremendous success. The members of
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